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NEWSLETTER

Principal’s Message

When I was a young girl in Japan, 
I often heard adults say “When 
Otori-sama is over, it certainly 
gets cold, no matter how warm 
it had been until then.” Otori-
sama refers to “Tori no Ichi” fair 
(open market) held at the Temple 
of Tori (Juzaisan Chokoku-ji) in 
Asakusa, Tokyo. This event is 
held annually on the day of Tori 
(Rooster) in Chinese calendar in 
November and has continued to 
today since the Edo period (1600 
- 1867). Tori no Ichi is held at 
various shrines of Washi (Eagle) 
in Japan, and many people visit 
there to pray for good health, good 
fortune, and good business. At the 
fair, The Kumade, bamboo rakes, 
are sold. Kumade is a tool to “rake 
up” or “sweep 
in” money, good 
fortune or good 
crops. They are 
decorative items 
embellished with 
gold and silver 
coins, Otafuku 

mask of good luck charm or ears of 
rice. The day of the Tori (Rooster) 
occurs every 12 days throughout a 
year. Therefore, Tori no Ichi fair is 
normally held twice in November. 
But some years, a third fair is 
held depending on when the first 
Rooster day occurs. People used 
to believe that when there is the 
third fair, more fires break out. 
During the Edo period, fire was 
one of the most dreadful disasters 
for the citizens. So, they must 
have taken further precautions 
against fire. Incidentally, there 
were 3 Tori no Ichi fairs this 
year on November 5th, 17th and 
29th. No wonder, we had so many 
fires here in Southern California. 

Now that all the Tori no Ichi 
fairs are over, it is getting 
cold here, as well as Japan. 
Cities are flooded with Christmas 
colors, poinsettias, beautiful 
lights and other decorations and 
are filled with  Christmas  tree 
fragrance.

The first semester is ending 

with our nice annual event of 
Mochitsuki. We wish everyone a 
very nice holiday. 
Be careful and avoid cold, flu and 
fire.  

Madoka I. Hull, Principal

Mochitsuki

The PTC annual event, “Mochi-
tsuki” will be held on the follow-
ing days. 

Mochitsuki Schedule:

★ Daily Preschool classes:
 Friday, Dec. 19th, 10:00 AM
★ Daily JLS classes: 
 Friday, Dec. 19th, 3:40 PM 
★ Saturday Preschool &
                   JLS classes:
 Saturday, Dec. 20th, 9:30 AM
  
Anyone who wishes to volunteer 
for the event, please come to the 
cooling room:

Volunteers Needed:

♦ Daily JLS: Dec. Thu., 18 & 
  Fri.,19th, @3 PM
♦ Daily Preschool: 
  Fri., Dec. 19, @9 PM
♦ Saturday JLS & Preschool:
  Sat., Dec. 20, @8 AM
Q Please bring your aprons.
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Autumn Curry & Cookie Sale 
Ended Successfully

 
This year, the curry and cookie sale ended very suc-
cessfully. Thank you very much to all the mothers 
and fathers who helped to prepare and cook the  cur-
ry. It was wonderful to see so many parents bustling 
and hustling in the cooling room kitchen together. 
Mr. Murakami, the school board chairman and Mr. 
Kita, GBC board chairman came out to cook rice for 
us. Unfortunately, Mr. Mas Kawamoto, Mr. Kom-
atsu and Mr. Gun Kawamoto could not make it this 
time, due to health issues. They had made rice last 
so many years. We appreciate the many mothers 
who baked, bagged and sold cookies. With every-
one’s joint effort, the operation went very smoothly.  
Thank you very much to everyone for your help and 
support. The sale was a great success!

The next big event is Mochitsuki on Decembder 19 
and 20th. We will try the brand new 
Kine, (mallet), that we recently pur-
chased, this time.  We would like to 
thank the church maintenance crew 
(volunteer gentlemen) for filing the 
old ones.

                                PTC News

“Joya no Kane-tsuki”, 
the Bell-ringing Ritual

On the New Year’s Eve, tolling the Big Bell will 
be officiated by Rev. Nakano immediately after 
the service held at 7 PM at the Gardena Buddhist 
church. Tolling the Bell 108 times means remov-
ing 108 worldly desires inside us. We hope that you 

can see the new year with a clear 
mind after tolling the Bell. GBC 
will serve Toshikoshi-soba, buck-
wheat noodle soup. Please come 
and join us at the New Year’s Eve 
service and the Kane-tsuki ritual.

Kadomatsu

A kadomatsu (門松), literally “gate pine”, is a tradi-
tional Japanese decoration of the New Year placed 
in pairs in front of homes to welcome ancestral spir-
its or kami (Japanese god, but the concept of god 
is very different from Christian god) of the harvest. 
They are placed from January 1 until January 7 (or 
January 15 during the Edo period) and are considered 
temporary housing for kami. Designs for kadomatsu 
vary depending on region but are typically made of 
pine, bamboo, and sometimes ume tree sprigs which 
represent longevity, prosperity and steadfastness, re-
spectively.
 
The above article is taken from: <http://www.nation-

master.com/encyclopedia/Kadomatsu>

Kadomatsu normally are placed by November 28. 
People avoid placing them on  29th because 9 is pro-
nouced as “Ku” and is a synonym of suffering. Mat-
su of Kadomatsu means a pine but is also synonym 
of to wait. 31st is another bad day. 

2009 is the Year of Ox

Year 2009 is the Year of ox. People who are born 
in 1913, 1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 
2009, 2021, 2033, are ox people. According to the 
chinese zodiac, Ox personality traits is: self-assured, 
inspiring confidence in others, quiet and patient. 
They speak their mind clearly. 
They are super loyal to their 
loved ones. But, they have a 
terrible temper when they are 
opposed. So you should never, 
never cross an Ox!
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Director’s Message:

Notes from         Nakayoshi Preschool

With the nippy cold wind, 
winter has arrived. At the end 
of the year, the annual event, 
Otanoshimi-kai, was held on 
Wednesday, December 17th. It 
was the first stage show for our 
youngest Hiyoko class though 
they could barely line up straight 

on the stage. All the parents, grandparents and friends 
who attended  enjoyed their performance.

Mochitsuki will be held on Friday, 
December 19th and Saturday, 
December 20th.  The small Kine, 
(mallets), for our children have 
been filed and they are all nice 
and smooth. We are all ready for 
the fun event. 
We hope everyone will have a good time.

We thank all our parents for helping us with various 
events this year. We wish all of you a healthy, Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Announcement

First Day of Second Trimester:
◎ Daily - Monday, January 5th

◎ Saturday – Saturday, January 10th

Appreciation
We received many picture books, indoor toys, and 
video tapes from our parents.
Thank you very much.

Opening for Saturday Class
There are still some openings in the 3 and 4 years old 
classes.

Good Health Habits for 
       Prevention of Influenza

Fact sheet
The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get 
vaccinated each year, but good health habits like 
covering your cough and washing your hands often can 
help prevent respiratory illnesses like the flu. There 

are also flu antiviral drugs that can be used to treat 
and prevent the flu.

1. Avoid close contact.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
When you are sick, keep your distance from 
others to protect them from getting sick 
also.

2. Stay home when you are sick
If possible, stay home from work, school 
and errands when you are sick. You will help 
prevent others from catching your illness.

3. Cover your mouth and nose.
Cover your moth and nose with a tissue when 
coughing or sneezing. If you don’t have a 
tissue, cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve, 
not your hands. Put your used tissue in the 
waste basket.

4. Clean your hands
Washing your hands often will help protect 
you from germs.

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
Germs are often spread when a person 
touches something that is contaminated with 
germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose, 
or mouth.

6. Practice other good health habits.
Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, 
manage your stress, drink plenty 
of fluids, and eat nutritious foods.

The above article is 
taken directly from 
<http://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/habits.htm>

Winter Vegetables, 
Great source of vitamins and minerals

Winter vegetables such as Daikon, giant radish, Kabu, 
turnips are delicious in Nimono cooking in broth.
We peel the skin, and throw away quite bit of the 
vegetables. But, those parts are loaded with many 
vitamins. Let’s chop or slice cut off parts or eat the 
skin. That way, we don’t waste nutrients and reduce 
garbage. 

Yoshiko Morohoshi, Director
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Article to share: 
Author: Hiroyuki Ehara

Key to Finding Out Each 
Child’s Talent

I previously wrote that each child 
has a great talent with unlimited 
potentiality. Here is some advice that 
maybe the key to finding the talents 
that each child has. 

At first, the most important thing is, as 
I previously wrote, “observation”. 
The truly talented capability of each 
child would be performing without 
advise from others. Observe the 
children very carefully: what does 
each child like, when he/she is most 
cheerful and lively? Depending on 
these situations, you will probe the 
field of each child's talent. In so 
doing, please do not look at the child 
according to your own judgement 
and desires, but thoroughly and 
objectively.

It might not be related to school work: 
such as he/she does calculations 
fast or has a good memory. But he/
she loves animals and treats them 
kindly and nicely to protect them.
He/she may be fond of putting plastic 
models together which shows they 
love detailed work, etc. These are 
magnificent talents. 

The other thing is “Communication 
to the child's guiding soul”.
You do not need to worry “How”. In 
my case for instance, I asked my sons 
this, "Why and what would you like to 
do in this world?"  I had been asking 
them this kind of question about 
three times a year since they were 
2 or 3 years old. Ever since then, I 
have been watching their changes 
and similarities through their lives. 

Children always reply to me as to 
what they have felt and have been 
thinking. The elder son said "I would 
like to be a soccer player" or "I'll 
be a scientist." or  "I would like to 
be a psychic like Papa because I 
want to be on TV." 
His replies were 
not consistent and 
he was just being 
influenced by others 
around him. 

Observing his character, I think he 
is the type of person who lives in the 
real world. He is sociable and  gets 
along well with others around him. 
He seems like typical salaried man 
type, I think.

On the other hand, the younger 
child said,  “I would like to play a 
violin.” or “I would like to be a 

piano player”, even though he has 
not yet had a single lesson.  He has 
a quick mind and doesn't like to hang 
out with others. 
 
According to this, the younger son 
is different from the older son who 
is doing things uniformly and nicely. 
He is the type of a person who excels 
at one skill. At any rate, he will be 
a type of person who will find the 
particular thing he likes and lives in 
this particular world. 

Please try asking questions to your 
children: especially while they are 
sleeping asking them at this time is 
more effective. "What would you like 
to do?" At this time please be very 
careful not to push your desires like; 
"You would like to be such and such, 
wouldn't you?" 
 
If  you ask in the early stages of infancy 
before they have established their 
speech pattern, they will probably 
reply to you clearly when they grow 
up and are able to communicate 
enough with you, “I would like to do 
this...”

S C H O O L  C A L E N D A R
January
  
 5th	 Mon	 Preschool	Daily	 	 	 	
	 	 	 2nd	Trimester	starts	 		
	 6th	 Tue	 Japanese	Language	Div
	 	 	 2nd	Trimester	starts	
	 19th		 Mon	 J.L.S.	&	Preschool	Div.
									 	 	 Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Day			
	 	 	 No School
	 29th	 Thu	 J.L.S.	Class	Observation.
	 31st	 Sat	 J.L.S.	Class	Observation.

February
 3rd	 Tue	 K-3	Mamemaki
	 9th	 Mon	 Lincoln's		Birthday		
	 	 	 No School (J.L.S. Only)
   Preschool is in session
 16th	 Mon		 J.L.S.	&	Preschool	
	 	 	 Washington's	Birthday		No School	
	 	 21st	 Sat	JLS	&	Preschool			No School
	 	 	 So.Cal	Annual	Mtg.	&	Seminars


