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January & February 2012

I t  s e e m s l i k e  t h e 
month of January hur-
ried away as soon as 
New Year arrived.
While many parts of 

Japan and America are 
being stricken by snowstorms and 
cold waves, we are having early 
summer-like weather in Southern 
California. The word winter is “fuyu” 
in Japanese. The derivation of the 
word comes from “ 冷 ゆ -Hiyu” 
(cold, chill), “ 振るう -furuu” cold-
ness exercises its power, “ 震 う

-furuu” shiver with cold, and “ 殖

ゆ -Hiyu“ proliferate.  Winter is also 
“the season that many animals of the 
mountains hibernate and become in-
active. Bright colors disappear from  
nature. It is a season of charging en-
ergy before new life’s beginning.”
  (http://gogen-allguide.com/hu/fuyu.html)

The areas where severe winter ar-
rives, life is harsh until March, April 
and even May. On the contrary, 
Southern California is like a para-
dise. Let’ enjoy the weather.

From end of January to beginning of 
February, we had class observations 
and teacher-parent conferences for 
both the Japanese language divi-

sion and pre-school division. We 
are pleased to see a great turn-out of 
parents. During the class observa-
tions, students were very quiet and 
behaved well throughout. Some 
preschoolers became fretful at par-
ents’ presence even though they are 
normally perfectly fine at the pre-
school.  So, I wonder if parents saw 
what class is really like.  However, 
children are happy and proud to see 
their parents at these kinds of occa-
sions. Children feel content when 
their parents show interest in them. 
Please take interest, express your 
affection, and spend a lot of time 
liberally with your children while 
they are growing up. We appreci-
ate your interest in your children’
s education. We would also like to 
give big thanks to all our teachers 
for their hard work 
not only on the day 
of observation but 
also their tireless 
effort throughout 
the year. 

We have two important pieces of 
news to announce.

The first is a happy one.  New minis-
ter, Rev. Nobuo Miyaji and Mrs. Yo-
shiko Miyaji are officially assigned-

here as of February 1st. Rev. Miyaji 
is from Kyoto. His family has run 
a Buddhist temple for generations, 
and he is a monk of 24th generation 
in his family. Therefore, he is a truly 
elite in the field. However, Rev. 
Miyaji is a modest, bright, cheerful 
and friendly. Historically, church 
ministers do a lot for the JLS and are 
very supportive of our events. If you 
have a chance to meet him, please 
say hello. Welcome, Rev. Miyaji and 
Mrs. Miyaji!

Second news is a sad one.  Mr. Tom 
Fukuman, our care-taker has re-
signed due to his illness. Tom was 
very helpful for JLS. He was always 
willing to help us on any matters 
and occasions. We wish him a quick 
recovery. Tom, we will miss you!

The next big JLS event is the Speech 
Contest. From each class, partici-
pants have been chosen. The partici-
pating students have finished writing 
their essays for the contest, and the 
class teachers completed proof-read-
ing them. Now, everyone is ready to 
practice for the big event. Big tro-
phies donated by local banks will be 
awarded to the winners, and all the 
participants will be given honorable 
mention trophies for their effort. For 
students who are not competing in 
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and I hope that you all enjoyed 
the holidays.  At the end of the 
school year just before the winter 
break, all the students once again 
enjoyed our annual mochitsuki 
on December 16 and 17.  With 
the help of our parent volunteers, all 200 
lbs. of mochigome was processed and made, and the 
kids had a great time “pounding” mochi and eating them 
too!  Special thanks to the Inoue Family for providing 
the PTC with two new smaller “kines” for the Yochien 
students to use!!  (Mr. Inoue hand-crafted the kines 
specifically for the younger children.  Domo arigato go-
zaimashita!)

This kind of event can only continue as long as many 
parent volunteers are willing to come out and help – 
such an event cannot be done with just a few parents in 
attendance.  It is the PTC’s hope that we can continue 
with these Japanese cultural traditions for our students.

Our spring fundraiser, chicken teriyaki sale and cookie 
sale, will be held on March 16 and 17.  Please be on the 
look out for ticket sale information.  Once again we will 
need parent volunteers for the preparation, assembly 
and sale of the chicken teriyaki orders and cookie sale.  
Information notices will be forthcoming.  Your class 
representatives will also be requesting cookie donations 
and your willingness to provide cookies for the kids is 
very much appreciated.

Wishing you all a happy, healthy, and prosperous 2012.
                                                             
                                                              Nancy Hamasaki
       Reminder:
       The next PTC meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 

 March 3, 2012 at 8:45 am in the Hondo Room.

the contest this time, they will have many other chances 
later on. We hope students continue studying with par-
ents’ encouragement.

Madoka I. Hull, 
Principal

Building Maintenance Report

During the past winter break, the church building main-
tenance people worked on the following projects: While 
everyone was enjoying the break, 
many volunteers and workers 
were hustling to complete the 
various projects on time. Thank 
you very much to all the volun-
teers and workers.

1)  Painted inside school building 2.
2)  Fixed the foam mats for the large outside toys. (back 

yard facing  Halldale St.)
3) Replaced all of the foam mats in the jungle gym next 

to the garage. Replaced and painted the baseboard 
around the wrought iron fence.

4) Termite treatments (school building 1 & 2, Social 
Hall, Bell Tower, and the residence)

5) Painted all of wrought iron fences. (still painting)

Our thanks to the Maintenance Crew:
Daniel Iwamoto, Hiro Kawai, John Nakamura, Ken 
Nishida, Joe Nishihira, & Wallace Yuki

PTC News

I hope that the “Year of the Dragon” has started off 
well for everyone… Happy New Year greetings to you 

 ★   P.S.  --- Preschool  
 JLS ---- Japanese Language School 

	 	 	 		 	 	

February
 3rd Fri P.S. (Daily Div.) 
   Mamemaki Bean Throwing  
 4th Sat  P.S. (Sat. Div.) Class Observation
   Mamemaki Bean Throwing
 13th Mon  Lincoln’s Birthday (Only JLS no school)

 18th Sat  CAJLS Assoc. Annual Seminar  /     
                              Work shop-- No School
 20th Mon President’s day-- No School (PS.JLS) 

    

S C H O O L  C A L E N D A R
March
 2nd Fri  P.S. (Daily Div.) Hinamatsuri Celebration
 3rd Sat  P.S. (Daily Div.) Hinamatsuri Celebration
 16th Fri PTC Spring Sale (Cookies)
  17th  Sat PTC Spring Sale (Chicken Teriyaki)
 25th Sun P.S. Undokai (Sports Event)
 26th Mon No P.S  (Make up day-off for Undokai ) 
 31st Sat JLS Speech Contest 1:00pm
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Notes from         Nakayoshi Preschool

  Director’s Message

How	was	your	New	Year,	everyone?	It	was	such	a	
tragic	year	for	Japan	last	year.	I	truly	hope	that	
victims	of	the	disaster	will	get	back	to	normal	life	
and	get	their	security	of	living	back	very	soon.

It	 is	 the	 year	 of	 the	dragon	 this	 year.	 Like	 a	
dragon flying into the high sky, our children are 
full	of	vigor	in	the	cold	weather.	

Flu	season	is	here,	though.	Flu	and	cold	don’t	dis-
criminate	 against	 anyone.	The	best	 remedy	 is	 to	
get	plenty	of	rest.	We	understand	that	it	is	dif-
ficult for working parents to keep their children 
home	 when	 they	 are	 sick.	However,	 having	 your	
children	stay	home,	rest	and	recover	well	 is	cru-
cial	not	only	for	your	child(ren)	but	also	for	other	
children’	 health	 at	 school.	So,	 please	 keep	 your	
children	home	until	they	are	fully	recovered.	We	
appreciate	your	cooperation	and	understanding.	

From	January	 to	March,	 there	 are	 so	many	 fun	
events	lined	up:	class	observations,	class	picture,	
birthday	 party,	 Mame-Maki	 (bean	 throwing)	 for	

Setsubun,	 Hina	 Matsuri	 (Girls	Day)	 and	
the	most	 exciting	 event,	Undo-
kai	 (Sports	Day)	with	Nakayo-
shi	 preschool	 families.	We	 are	
grateful	 to	 our	 parents	 for	
their	active	participation.

Yoshiko	Morohoshi,	
Director

Announcement

◆ New Piano Class
New	Piano	class	was	innaugurated	from	February.	
Lessons	are	offered	on	Thursdays	from	12:30	to	
6	 PM.	Mrs.	 Fumi	Sugimoto	 is	 the	 new	 instructor.	
If you are interested, please sign up at the office. 

◆ Mommy & Me Class
Mommy	&	Me	Class	will	be	re-
opened	 on	 Tuesday,	March	
5th.	 	 This	 class	 is	 for	 1	 and	 2	
years	old.	Mommies	and	toddlers	are	welcome.

◆ Preschool Snacks
We	have	 given	 our	 children	 apple	 juice	made	 by	
Tree	Tops	for	morning	and	afternoon	snack.	How-
ever,	 a	 concern	 is	 raised	 by	 one	 of	 our	 parents	
that	apple	 juice	contains	arsenic.	Until	 the	prob-
lem	 is	 cleared,	we	decided	 to	 give	 only	water	 to	
our	children	instead	of	apple	juice.
Thank	you	for	your	understanding.

A Happy 
New Year!

Why Preschoolers Need Snacks
Preschool	snacks	are	essential	for	a	young	child’s	nu-
tritional	development	and	health.	With	their	smaller	
stomachs,	healthy	snacking	helps	kids	get	the	energy	
and	 calories	 they	need	for	 growth.	Children	 tend	 to	
eat small servings at mealtimes, and it can be difficult 
for	 them	 to	 obtain	 the	 proper	 amount	 of	 vitamins,	
minerals,	and	nutrients	 in	three	regular	meals	a	day.	
Additionally,	 healthy	 foods	 throughout	 the	 day	 help	
young	 children	 to	 develop	 healthy	metabolism	 have	
the	necessary	energy	store	for	their	daily	activities.

Although	 factors	will	 vary	 for	 individual	 children-
based	on	activity	 level,	 portions	eaten	at	meals,	 and	
the	 child’s	 size,	 serving	 preschool	 children	 healthy	
meals	 and	 two	 to	 three	healthy	 snacks	 per	 day	 are	
usually	 appropriate.	Allowing	 children	 to	 eat	 a	 small	
meal	 or	 snack	 every	 two	 to	 three	 hours	 can	 keep	
them	from	getting	overly	hungry	and	cranky.

http://kids.lovetoknow.com/wiki/Preschool_Snacks
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Japanese Traditional Events in February : 
Do you know these facts?

[Hari Kuyo] (Memorial service for old broken needles) 
on February 8th      (English Translation)
Traditionally throughout Japanese history, 
women sewed a lot, making all the clothes 
for their families. Hari Kuyo was an annual 
ceremony for broken needles that females 
attended/conducted. They took day off 
from sewing on this day. Seamstresses dressed up and 
visited sewing masters (teachers). They took old broken 
needles to the Buddhist temples or Shinto shrines nearby 
and thanked them and prayed for improving their sewing 
skills. In some areas, women stacked old needles into tofu 
or kon-nyaku or wrapped them with a paper and threw 
into the river.
Hari Kuyo memorial service was observed nation-wide 
until middle of Meiji era (1868-1912), and it still remains 
in a various styles of observation in Japan. Among seam-
stresses and fashion schools, it is an important traditional 
event to this day.

[Setsubun] on February 3rd (Direct quote)

(http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e2285.html) 

Setsubun (“seasonal division”) 
is a festival held on February 3 
or 4, one day before the start of 
spring according to the Japanese 
lunar calendar. Setsubun is not a 
national holiday.
For many centuries, the people of Japan have been per-
forming rituals with the purpose of chasing away evil spir-
its at the start of spring.
Around the 13th century, for example, it became a custom 
to drive away evil spirits by the strong smell of burning 
dried sardine heads, the smoke of burning wood and the 
noise of drums. While this custom is not popular anymore, 
a few people still decorate their house entrances with fish 
heads and holy tree leaves in order to deter evil spirits 
from entering.
In modern days, the most commonly performed setsubun 
ritual is the throwing of roasted beans around one’s house 
and at temples and shrines across the country. When 
throwing the beans, you are supposed to shout “Oni wa 
soto! Fuku wa uchi!” (“Devils out, happiness in”). After-
wards you should pick up and eat the number of beans, 
which corresponds to your age.

[Japanese Oni-Ogres] (English Translation)

(http://wa-no-kokoro.blog.so-net.ne.jp/2012-01-08-5#more）

In China, Oni (ogres) of the Mamemaki ceremony were 

CAJLS Seminar-Workshop 2012 
Saturday, February 18th

School - closed

The annual Seminar/Workshop sponsored by the CAJLS 
(California Association of Japanese Language Schools) 
will be held on Saturday, February 18th. All the JLS teach-
ers and Saturday pre-school teachers will participate. The 
classes for this Saturday will be canceled.
The theme of the keynote seminar this year is for “Im-
proving Learner’s Speaking Proficiency.” The concept 
of the theme is as follow by Prof. Hiroko Kataoka:

“ Japanese classes at JHL schools often devote much of 
their class time to reading and writing skills instead of 
speaking skill.  There are many possible explanations for 
this practice.  One reason could be keeping the traditional 
purpose of the original Japanese heritage schools to teach 
reading and writing to the children who speak Japanese 
at home. In this session we will discuss ways to improve 
students’ speaking ability through various types of activi-
ties.  Our afternoon break-out session will be devoted to 
creating age-appropriate activities for increasing speak-
ing proficiency for both JHL and JFL students.”
Many of our students don’t have much chance to use or be 
exposed to Japanese language outside this school. There-
fore, it is a big challenge for teachers to improve each 
student’s oral proficiency. This seminar should be very in-
teresting and useful for all of us. The keynote lecturers are 
Prof. Hiroko Kataoka, Prof. Masako Douglas, and Prof. 
Kiyomi Chinen of CSULB. The workshop in the afternoon 
is a group study by grades and their language background 
(JHL-Japanese as Heritage language and JFS- Japanes as 
foreign language). Ms. Michiko Schricker will join to lead 
a group along with the other professors. The participating 
teachers will create activities to improve their oral profi-
ciency in each group.
This seminar/workshop is held for the teachers of the 
CAJLS member schools. But, it is open to the public. A 
couple of professors from USC and UCI as well as some 
Japanese teachers from other school are attending. When 
we learn foreign languages, we often focus on reading 
and writing and have difficulty acquiring oral skill that 
helps us do necessary tasks such as shopping or traveling. 
Therefore, this theme should be of major interest for many 
language teachers.
We hope to get a lot of useful information and apply it on 
our classes. 
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Thank
   　You!!

Ajifu, Masanobu 
Aratani, Tomonobu 
Ashikawa, James 
Au, Kenneth 
Babinski-Uehara, Fred 
Birbeck, Tim 
Canales, Melvin 
Chinen, Davis 
Chow, Carter 
Chun, Lester 
Clark, Donald 
Combs, Ian 
Cooper, James 
Dial, Emix 
Dzindzio, David 
Esquibel, Gary 
Froeb, Gordon 
Fujii, Stanley 
Fukumoto, Mark 
Fukunaga, Robert 
Gale, Louis 
Geiman, Raymond 
Godinez, Albert 
Hamasaki, Dwight 
Haneda, Atsunori 
Hernandez, Kenneth 
Higa, Shane 
Hikido, Tom 
Huang, Chun Ren 
Inoue, Hisashi 

Irie, Andy 
Ishida, Norio 
Ito, Yoshito 
Ivie, Phillip 
James, Gary 
Johnson, Kenji 
Kamibayashi, Eric 
Kanda, Takashi 
Keating, Kacey 
Kikuma, James 
Kim, Fred 
Kimura, Brandon 
Kimura, Takashi 
Kinoshita, Brian 
Kurokawa, Johnny 
Lee, Dong Hyun 
Lindsay, Kelso 
Masaoka, Stan 
Mato, Guy 
Mato, John 
Matsubuchi, Noriaki 
Matsuda, Toshiro 
Matsui, Joe 
Mimaki, Alan 
Minoda, Yoriyuki 
Miyagawa, Jay 
Miyamoto, Seiji 
Miyata, Darren 
Morioka, Nobuyoshi 
Murakami, Tomohiro 

Mutai, Ryohei
Nagahashi, James 
Nelson, John 
Ngo, Ken 
Nishina, Kotaro 
Noguchi, Steve 
Okamoto, Satoshi 
Osako, Eugene 
Ozawa, Takamitsu 
Pemberton, David 
Pugh, Nick 
Puglia, Frederick 
Quinn, Jason  
Riddle, Christopher 
Rivas, Raymond 
Rummell, Brent 
Saito, Jun 
Saito, Kenji 
Sakaguchi, Wesley 
Sasaki, Douglas 
Sawa, Garrett 
Shigehisa, Tetsuya 
Shimoyama, Steven 
Shiokawa, Keiichi 
Sima, Lilian
Sugimura, Kevin 
Sugino-Leach, Chris 
Summers, Greg 
Swindell, Robert 
Takahashi, Isao 

Oseibo Donor List
Thank you very much  for your generosity!

  If your name is omit-
ted from the list or any 
correction, please report 
to the JLS office. Thank 
you.

☞

敬称略に付きご了承下さい。

a symbol of malevolent spirit or misfortune. Ancient 
Japanese people believed that Oni-ogres lived in the 
mountains. Yet, Japanese Oni-ogres was different from 
the Chinese ones. They were believed to be one of the 
mountain spirits and were “good ogres.” In various parts 
of Japan, there were many places that called rice fields “Oni 
footmarks.” According to folklore, village people became 
friends with Oni and gave them sake and food. In return, 
Oni gave the village people firewood and animal furs.
In some areas, people considered Oni as ancestor’s spir-
its and respect them as “Oni god” or considered them as 
guarding angels. Namahage in Akita prefecture is also Oni 
that transformed from god. At Amaga Shinoto shrine, Oni 

Takeuchi, Tony 
Tamae, Patrick 
Tani, Ron 
Tokuda, Lee 
Tran, Tony 
Uchida, Chris 
Uchino, Kazumi 
Ukita, Norihiko 
Villalobos, Candelario 
Vizthum, Timothy 
Washiya, Nicholas 
Wemberger, Derek 
White, William 
Wilde, Robert 
Yamane, Gene 
Yick, David 
Yoshida, Eric 
Zaw, Steven 

is also revered as god for “Oni surpasses all consciousness 
and observes all things with fair eyes.” For that reason, 
for the Mamemaki ceremony (throwing beans), they say 
“Oni in and Luck in!” instead of “Oni out and Luck in.” At 
Kishin Shinto Shrine in Saitama prefecture, they call out 
“Oni in, Luck in and Demons out.”Somehow, some factors 
of Chinese ogres were adopted and gradually, bad images 
of “Oni  [as] frightening monsters” got stronger.
In the famous children’s story titled “Red Oni 
that Cried” written by Hirosuke Hamada, he 
tells readers that “in fact, ogre is a gentle exis-
tence.” 


